Protection from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and sex and/or gender identity
A submission
I am a 70 year-old gay man and a designated elder in some gay communities.  I have been doing gay liberation for 40 years.

I have been discriminated against since I was born: I was raised with the heterosexual values and norms of my family. On my first day at school I was severely admonished for hugging my mate who was crying.  Nobody taught me that gays existed and that I might have a loving relationship with another male.

By the time I was 14 I had discovered the word “homosexual” and I knew that word applied to me. I also read in the papers that homosex was illegal and that I could be put in jail for doing it.  And I was doing it.  So I was traumatised.  I had to do a lot of therapy to heal this trauma.
Discrimination against gays is violence.  Expecting us to adopt heteronormative values is violence.  To deny us the right of a specific status is violence.  So I want “gay” to be legitimised as a status in all Commonwealth laws as a step to healing the violence perpetrated against us. To support this status I want the Government to endorse and act on the Yogyakarta Principles. 

Some of the cultural changes necessary to effect this status being integrated into society and thereby increasing social capital are challenging.

A monogamous gay relationship cannot produce children.  Integrating that reality will trigger denied fear of death in a lot of people – including gays. We do not produce a family for whom we have to be the bread-winner: we’ve “got it easy”.  That view produces a lot of repressed jealousy. And now we can speak the love that dared not speak its name.  That produces a lot of nasty emotional expressions in a lot of people.

So I want the Commonwealth Government to allocate health funding to help people deal with the emotional issues that the integration of gays into our society on the basis of an established status might produce.  And I want health funding to treat the post-traumatic stress of gays who were “pressured to conceal, suppress or deny their sexual orientation”.
I also want the Commonwealth Government to provide funding for education, at all levels, about “the functions of emotion, feeling and caring in relationships” as recommended in the report of the Royal Commission on Human Relationships (22 November 1977). 

I want the Commonwealth Government to allocate specific funding for education at all levels about the legitimacy of same-sex relationships.

And as a focus for all this healing I want an apology for the violence perpetrated against us to be instituted by the Commonwealth Government.
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